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The History of Teaching
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Language is at the center of
human activities and basis of
human thinking in such a way
that reasoning and thinking
are inseparable from
language. In social dimension,
the language of national
identity creates the same
attitude and views among the
speakers. Learning languages
of different societies makes it
easier to communicate with
the world.

As foreign communication
increases in its various forms
and types in modern-day Iran,
the issue of teaching and
learning foreign languages
became very important.
Iranians' awareness of their
scientific ~ and  technical
backwardness and weakness
as a result of the Iran-Russia
wars caused them to take
action to compensate for this
weakness,  and various
activities including
establishment of new schools,
sending students to other
countries and translating new
works were carried out.

languages played an
important role, and
intellectual and political elites
and then the general public
sought to learn foreign
languages. Historical evidence
and narratives show that
during the Qajar period, the
most  important  foreign
language that Iranians learned
was French, with the Pahlavi
government coming to power
and changing political
tendencies, English became
important as the language of
two countries, America and
England, in Iran. And finally,
after WWII and with the
increasing  expansion  of
government's relations with
the two mentioned countries
from 1953 through 1979,
English language completely
took over the place of French
language.

Looking at this issue from
the perspective of documents
and historical evidences show
that in the 20th century, a
significant  shift in general
desire to learn a foreign
language has occurred and

English has taken the first
place of French.

But this issue should be
viewed from a broad angle,
regardless of internal political
and social issues that caused
the importance of French
language in the 19th century

and English in the 20th
century in Iran, the theory of
linguistic imperialism,

replacement  of  English
instead of French, is a global
phenomenon and in line with
the issue of the
internationalization of English
language after the Second
World War and one of the
aspects of globalization in this
century, and it should not be
solely based on politics.

In fact, just as the British
imperialism once dominated
the political systems, the
imperialism of English
language has pushed aside and
demoted other languages and
achieved the first position,
and with the help of this
position, its own way of
thinking and culture on native
and regional cultures.

In all such activities, foreign
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